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been made and the perfectly candid tone of the Chancel- 
lor's speech." 

First Annual Meeting of the Peace 
Society of the City of New York. 

The first annual meeting of the Peace Society of the 
city of New York was held on Wednesday afternoon, 
May 1, at the Hotel Astor. In the absence of the 
president, the meeting was called to order by the secre- 
tary, and Chancellor Henry M. MacCracken, one of the 
vice-presidents, was elected chairman for the occasion. 
Dr. MacCracken stated briefly the purpose of the meet- 
ing, namely, to hear reports, elect officers and promote 
mutual acquaintance, and then called for the report of the 
secretary. 

The secretary gave a short history of the founding of 
the society; showed how it had grown in one year from 
a membership of twenty-three to over six hundred per- 
sons; gave a list of the various committees already 
formed; and put forward the plans of the executive 
committee for the ensuing year. His report, was ac- 
cepted. 

In the absence of the treasurer his report was read by 
the auditor, and showed a balance up to date of $3,114.00. 
This report, which had been examined and found to be 
correct by the auditor, was accepted and approved by 
the society. 

Rev. Frederick Lynch then reported for the committee 
on meetings. During the winter over fifty meetings had 
been held under the auspices of the Peace Society, in 
the churches, public lecture centres, Y. M. C. A. halls 
and club rooms, not only in Manhattan and Brooklyn, 
but in outside towns in Connecticut and New Jersey. 
The object of these meetings was to arouse public senti- 
ment and educate the people in the ideals which make 
for international brotherhood. Among those who spoke 
repeatedly at these meetings were : Dr. Abbott, Rabbi 
Wise, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Holt, Professor Dutton, Professor 
Fagnani and Mr. Mead. Mr. Lynch closed his report 
with a forecast of the work which the committee hopes 
to undertake next year. 

Mr. Hamilton Holt, chairman of the committee on 
publicity, then reported on the three Peace dinners which 
had been given under the auspices of the society to the 
editors of the leading newspapers and periodicals, the city 
editors and the reporters of New York city. 

Following these reports, Prof. George W. Kirch wey 
presented the society in the name of Mr. Muschenheim, 
proprietor of the Hotel Astor, with the gavel which Mr. 
Carnegie used at the dinner of the National Arbitration 
and Peace Congress, and the large peace flag which 
hung over the Hotel Astor while the Peace Congress was 
in session. These gifts were accepted in behalf of the 
society by Mr. Ely, who moved a vote of thanks not only 
for the gavel and the flag, but as well for the courtesy 
which Mr. Muschenheim had shown the society in open- 
ing to them the ball room of the Hotel Astor for their 
annual meeting. This motion was unanimously carried. 

The next business of the meeting was the election of 
officers for the coming year. They were as follows : 
president, Andrew Carnegie ; secretary, Samuel T. 
Dutton ; treasurer, Talmadge B. Johnson ; auditor, 
Algernon S. Frissell; vice-presidents, Lyman Abbott, 



Marcus M. Marks, William R. Huntington, R. Fulton 
Cutting, Joseph F. Mooney, Oscar S. Straus, Robert C. 
Ogden, Charles E. Hughes, Horace White, Oswald 
Villard, George Foster Peabody, William J. Schieffelin, 
Henry M. MacCracken ; directors, John B. Clark, Lind- 
say Russell, Hayne Davis, Ralph M. Easly, Robert E. 
Ely, Algernon S. Frissell, Hamilton Holt, John H. 
Finley, Charles E. Jefferson, Henry M. Leipziger, Fred- 
erick Lynch, Mrs. Anna Garlin Spencer, George W. 
Kirchwey, Samuel J. Barrows, John B. Moore, George 
Haven Putnam, C. P. Fagnani, Miss Mary J. Pierson, 
Alfred J. Boulton, Ernst Richard, Charles Sprague Smith. 

Dr. MacCracken then read some resolutions expressing 
the regret of the society that its honored president was 
prevented by indisposition from being present, and con- 
gratulating him on his accomplishments in behalf of 
bringing peace upon earth and goodwill among men. 
These resolutions were adopted. 

The meeting closed with two addresses, one by Prof. 
John Bassett Moore of Columbia University, who spoke 
of the encouraging events which had taken place as a 
result of the first Hague Conference, and Rabbi Stephen 
S. Wise, who showed some of the features of the National 
Arbitration and Peace Congress which gave promise for 
the future. Before the adjournment the secretary read 
a cablegram of greeting from the Peace Society of Stock- 
holm to the Peace Society of the city of New York, and 
he was authorized to send an appropriate reply. 



The Need of Popular Understanding 
of International Law. 

BY ELIHU EOOT, SECEETAEY OF STATE. 

The increase of popular control over national conduct, 
which marks the political development of our time, 
makes it constantly more important that the great body 
of the people in each country should have a just con- 
ception of their international rights and duties. 

Governments do not make war nowadays unless 
assured of general and hearty support among their 
people ; and it sometimes happens that governments are 
driven into war against their will by the pressure of 
strong popular feeling. It is not uncommon to see two 
governments striving in the most conciliatory and patient 
way to settle some matter of difference peaceably, while 
a large part of the people in both countries maintain an 
uncompromising and belligerent attitude, insisting upon 
the extreme and uttermost view of their own rights in 
a way which, if it were to control national action, would 
render peaceable settlement impossible. 

One of the chief obstacles to the peaceable adjust- 
ment of the international controversies is the fact that 
the negotiator or arbitrator who yields any part of the 
extreme claims of his own country and concedes the 
reasonableness of any argument of the other side is 
quite likely to be violently condemned by great numbers 
of his own countrymen, who have never taken the pains 
to make themselves familiar with the merits of the con- 
troversy or have considered only the arguments on their 
own side. Sixty-four years have passed since the north- 
eastern boundary between the United States and Canada 
was settled by the Webster- Ashburton treaty of 1842; 
yet to this day there are many people on our side of the 
line who condemn Mr. Webster for sacrificing their 
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rights in that treaty. Both sets of objectors cannot be 
right, — it seems a fair inference that neither of them is 
right; yet both Mr. Webster and Lord Ashburton had 
to endure reproach and obloquy as the price of agreeing 
upon a settlement which has been worth to the peace 
and prosperity of each country a thousand times as 
much as the value of all the territory that was in dispute. 

In the great business of settling international con- 
troversies without war, whether it be by negotiation or 
arbitration, essential conditions are reasonableness and 
good temper, a willingness to recognize facts and to 
weigh arguments which make against one's own country 
as well as those which make for one's own country ; and 
it is very important that in every country the people 
whom negotiators represent, and to whom arbitrators 
must return, shall be able to consider the controversy 
and judge the action of their representatives in this 
instructed and reasonable way. 

One means to bring about this desired condition is to 
increase the general public knowledge of international 
rights and duties and to promote a popular habit of 
reading and thinking about international affairs. The 
more clearly the people of a country understand their 
own international rights, the less likely they are to take 
extreme and extravagant views of their rights, — the less 
likely they are to be ready to fight for something to 
which they are not really entitled. The more clearly 
and universally the people of a country realize the 
international obligations and duties of their country, 
the less likely they will be to resent the just demands 
of other countries that those duties and obligations be 
observed. The more familiar the people of a country 
are with the rules and customs of self-restraint and 
courtesy between nations which long experience has 
shown to be indispensable for preserving the peace of 
the world, the greater will be the tendency to refrain 
from publicly discussing controversies with other coun- 
tries in such a way as to hinder peaceful settlement by 
wounding sensibilities or arousing anger and prejudice 
on the other side. 

In every civil community it is necessary to have courts 
to determine rights and officers to compel observance of 
the law ; yet the true basis of the peace and order in 
which we live is not fear of the policeman ; it is the self- 
restraint of the thousands of people who make up the 
community and their willingness to obey the law and 
regard the rights of others. The true basis of business 
is not the sheriff with a writ of execution ; it is the vol- 
untary observance of the rules and obligations of busi- 
ness life which are universally recognized as essential to 
business success. Just so, while it is highly important 
to have controversies between nations settled by arbitra- 
tion rather than by war, and the growth of sentiment in 
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favor of that peaceable method of settlement, is one of 
the great advances in civilization to the credit of this gen- 
eration ; yet the true basis of peace among men is to be 
found in a just and considerate spirit among the people 
who rule our modern democracies in their regard for the 
rights of other countries, and in their desire to be fair 
and kindly in the treatment of the subjects which give 
rise to international controversies. 

Of course, it cannot be expected that the whole body 
of the people will study international law ; but a suffi- 
cient number can readily become sufficiently familiar 
with it to lead and form public opinion in every com- 
munity in our country upon all-important international 
questions as they arise. 

For these reasons it seems to me that the influence of 
the new American Society of International Law and the 
publication of its Quarterly will be of practical benefit to 
the people of the United States, and I commend the As- 
sociation and the Quarterly to the support of thoughtful 
men and women who wish to help in promoting the 
cause of international justice and peace. — From the first 
number of the American Journal of International Law. 
1 « ♦ » ■ 

International Arbitration and Peace Lecture Bureau, 
31 Beacon Street, Boston. 

The following persons may be secured to give lec- 
tures, club talks and addresses before public meetings, 
churches, schools and other organizations on interna- 
tional arbitration and peace. Those wishing their 
services should communicate directly with them as to 
dates and terms. 

Mrs. Fannie Fern Andrews, 378 Newbury St., Boston. 
Raymond L. Bridgman, State House, Boston. 
E. Howard Brown, Paonia, Col. 
W. C. Dennis, State Department, Washington. 
Rev. Charles F. Dole, Jamaica Plain, Mass. 
Miss Anna B. Eckstein, 30 Newbury Street, Boston. 
Professor Cyrus W. Hodgin, Earlham College, Richmond, Ind. 
Rev. William G. Hubbard, Columbus, Ohio. 
Miss Carolina Huidobro, 1108 Boylston St., Boston. 
Edwin D. Mead, 20 Beacon St., Boston. 
Lucia Ames Mead, 39 Newbury St., Boston. 
Dr. Ernst Richard, Columbia University, New York. 
Dr. Homer B. Sprague, The Evans, Newton, Mass. 
Benjamin F. Trueblood, 31 Beacon St., Boston. 
■ « ♦ » 

Auxiliaries of the American Peace Society. 

The Chicaoo Peace Society, 

175 Dearborn Street, Chicago, 111. 
H. W. Thomas, D. D., President. 
Secretary. 
The Connecticut Peace Society, 

Hartford, Conn. 
Arthur Deerin Call, President, 
Mrs. Charles H. Adler, Secretary. 
424 Washington St. 
The Minnesota Peace Society, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Dr. James Wallace, President. 
Miss A. B. Albertson, Secretary. 
The Kansas State Peace Society, Wichita, Kansas. 
Prof. W. P. Trueblood, President. 
Orman Emery, Secretary. 
New York Gebman-Amebican Peace Society. 

New York, N. Y. 
Dr Ernst Richard, President, 

5 West 63d Street. 
Theodor Meyer, Secretary, 444 Broome St. 
Henry Feldman, Treasurer, 103 Second Ave. 
The Arbitration and Peace Society op Cincinnati. 

First National Bank Building, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
William Christie Herron, President, 
Lindall R. Meyers, Secretary. 



